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CLASH OF THE TITANS 
(Cert 12) 
Directed by: Louis Leterrier 
Running time: 102 minutes 

SUMMARY 

On stormy seas off the coast of Greece a fisherman 
rescues a coffin from the water. In the coffin he finds a 
dead woman and a living baby boy, and he takes the 
boy into his family and names him Perseus. Years later, 
when Perseus has grown to manhood, Hades, god of 
the underworld, strikes the fisherman's boat killing the 
fisherman and his wife. Only Perseus survives. 

Soldiers pick Perseus up from the wreckage and take 
him to Argos. There, in the presence of the king and 
his retinue, Hades appears and declares that unless 
the king’s daughter, Princess Andromeda, is sacrificed 
to him within ten days he will release the Kraken, a 
terrifying creature who will destroy Argos. 

In Argos Perseus learns that he is a demigod, the son 
of Zeus, and that there is a way to strike back at 
Hades and save the city and Andromeda. In his anger 
for revenge Perseus sets off on a quest of impossible 
proportions, accompanied by Argos’ finest fighting 
men. Spurning the gifts of Zeus, he is determined to 
bring Hades down as a man, without the help of the 
gods. 

To complete his quest he must first journey to the 
underworld and defeat the monster Medusa, whose 
eyes turn any living thing to stone. Only with Medusa’s 
head will he have any chance of winning his race 
against time to get back to Argos to save its people 
and their beloved princess from the most horrible of 
fates. 

WHAT YOU FELT ABOUT THE FILM 

Sometimes young people find it hard to contribute to 
a group discussion. They may feel shy or that their 
contribution might appear silly. The first part of the 
session is therefore a chance for young people to think 
about the film and begin to develop a reaction to 
what they have seen in a way that everyone will have 
something to contribute. This is a simple, quick 
exercise to get everyone thinking about their reaction 
to the film. 

Read out the following film-critic quotes, and ask each 
person in the group to give a thumbs up (‘I agree’), a 
thumbs down (‘I disagree’), or a thumbs level (‘I’m not 
sure I agree or disagree!’). 

• ‘This is a film of mighty vistas, beautifully designed 
beasts and intense, well-structured combat 
sequences …’ 

• ‘It’s exceptionally silly and it takes itself too 
seriously.’ 

• ‘A stirring adventure full of derring-do and beefy 
men in too-short tunics.’ 

• ‘Let’s hope that the computer-game version of the 
film has more get-up-and-go than this dull affair.’ 

• ‘If you’ve seen the trailer, you've seen the best bits.’ 

• ‘A fun digital ride through Greek mythology as 
humans clash with gods and monsters.’ 

KEY THEMES IN THE FILM 

Clash of the Titans is a remake of the 1981 film of the 
same name. It is loosely based on the Greek myth of 
Perseus, and in common with Greek belief the story 
assumes the existence of Zeus, ruler of the gods on 
Mount Olympus; men and women, created by Zeus; 
and demigods, born from the relationships between 
the gods and humankind. Some of the assumptions 
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that underpin Greek mythology seem surprisingly 
similar to what some people believe in our own times, 
although modern viewers would, of course, distance 
themselves from the idea of gods living on top of a 
mountain. This section gives a chance for young 
people to explore some of those assumptions by 
looking at four themes in the film. 

1. Destiny 
The clip starts at 2 minutes and 55 
seconds and runs until four minutes 
and 19 seconds 

‘You were saved for a reason, and some day that 
reason is going to take you far away from here,’ says 
Perseus’ father when Perseus is a young boy. ‘You were 
born to kill the Kraken,’ Io tells Perseus when he is 
grown to adulthood. Perseus is described as a child 
and later a man of destiny.  

Ask the group to come up with 30 uses for a box of 
matches. If they get stuck encourage them to think of 
different ways in which things can be used, such as 
practically (stopping a glue pot, a new unit of 
measurement …), artistically (matchstick models), for 
fun (puzzles, mazes …), for health (a toothpick, if 
sharpened …) and so on. 

When they have finished, consider the following 
questions: 

• What genuinely good ideas for a box of matches 
have been suggested? 

• What is the best possible use to which you can put 
a box of matches? 

Many created things have a primary purpose but can 
also be used for secondary purposes. In the author’s 
back garden, the large trampoline is primarily used as 
a sun bed! 

• What about an individual? Do you think each 
individual has a special purpose in life?  

Key question: What is your purpose in life? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

• Genesis 1.26–28 

• Isaiah 43.7 

• Acts 13.36 

• 1 Corinthians 121.47 

• Philippians 3.6–11 

2. Divinity 
The clip starts at 9 minutes and 43 
seconds and runs until 12 minutes and 
2 seconds 

According to Greek minds the gods were more 
powerful than men but still subject to humanlike 
emotions and faults. Hades suggests to Zeus that he 
has been too kind towards humankind. ‘You love them 
too well. Let me loose upon them. They will pray 
again!’ Zeus expects his kindness to be rewarded with 
humanity’s worship, and he is angry that instead they 
are rebelling against the gods. 

But how did the Greeks get these ideas about the 
gods? 

Split your group into ‘cats’ and ‘dogs’. Give each group 
five minutes to work on the same questions, but 
answering them from the perspective of ‘cats’ or ‘dogs’ 
who believe that human beings are ‘gods’. Get the 
groups to share their answers at the end. 

• What are the gods like? 

• How do I come to this conclusion? 

Key question: How do we know what God is like? 
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Relevant Bible verses: 

• Numbers 12.6–8 

• Psalm 19.1–4 

• John 14.5–11 

• Romans 1.18–20 

• 2 Timothy 3.16–17 

• Hebrews 1.1–-3 

3. Humanity 
The clip starts at 13 minutes and 50 
seconds and runs until 16 minutes and 
31 seconds 

‘A new era has begun. The era of man!’ says King 
Kepheus. 

‘The gods need us. They need our worship. What do we 
need of them? … We are the gods now!’ says Queen 
Cassiopeia. 

Ask everyone to stand. Tell them that you are going to 
carry out a simple experiment, and that all it requires 
is for them to do what they are told for two minutes. 
They won’t have to do anything impossible, dangerous 
or immoral. That shouldn’t be too hard, should it?! 

Ask them to stretch their arms out straight in front of 
them so that their hands are level with their shoulders, 
shoulder-width apart. The task is to keep their arms up 
so that they are always parallel to the ground. 

Once you have started, try to make it harder for them. 
For example, 

• forget to start timing, then remember after 10 
seconds; 

• hang a jumper or coat over the arms of one of the 
stronger ones; 

• discourage them (‘I don’t think you’re going to 
make it … you look very weak to me!’); 

• tempt them (‘Give up now, and I will give you …’ 
‘Why not have a rest?’); 

• distract them (e.g. dangle a rubber spider in front 
of some if you think that might work). 

After the activity has finished, invite them to explore 
what made it hard for them to keep to the task. Apart 
from the external temptations, discouragements and 
distractions, remind them of some of the other factors 
working against them, e.g. gravity, their own physical 
strength. 

Key question: Why do we have a tendency to rebel 
against God? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

Genesis 6.5–8 

Psalm 51.1–5 

Matthew 15.17–20 

Galatians 5.13–25 

Ephesians 2.1–3 

James 1.13–15 

4. Gifts 
The clip starts at 34 minutes and 25 
seconds and runs until 36 minutes and 
45 seconds 

‘A gift from the gods, forged on Olympus,’ says Draco. 
‘Why?’ asks Perseus. ‘Just accept it,’ Draco replies. ‘I 
can do this as a man.’ Perseus objects. ‘The sword’s 
yours.’ 

Perseus is offered gifts – first the sword, then Pegasus 
– but he is adamant that he will complete his task in 
his own strength as a man without the aid of the gods. 
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Hand each young person a sheet of paper. Each 
person is to make a cube of 5cm in length. Give one 
person a ruler, another a pencil, another some scissors, 
another some glue, another some Blu-Tack, another a 
design template (Google ‘3d cube cut out’ for some 
examples). Ask them to work independently of each 
other, without giving assistance in any way. 

After a few minutes give out some more paper, but 
this time ask people to pair up (or form groups of 
threes) and perform the task again. 

Explore the following questions: 

• How did it feel knowing that someone had 
something that would be helpful to you but not 
being able to benefit from it? 

• How did you feel keeping your ‘gift’ to yourself (if 
you had one)? 

• If you were in charge of a paper cube-making 
factory and all you had were the people present 
and the available tools, how would you organise 
your company and its assets? 

Key question: Why does God give us gifts? 

Relevant Bible verses: 

Exodus 4.1–9 

Exodus 31.1–5 

Psalm 45.1 

1 Corinthians 14.1–19 

Ephesians 4.7–13 

COMPARING THE STORY  

The third part of the session is a chance to compare 
the story of the film with a story in the Bible. What are 
the similarities and differences, and what does this tell 
us about God’s Kingdom? 

Young people may not grasp all the theological points 
that could be made, but it’s important for them to 
begin to get used to the idea of critiquing what they 
see and holding it against the values and beliefs of 
the Christian faith. 

Some of this reflection may come from an open 
discussion and as seen above, there are many themes 
and directions that this could take.  

Invite the young people to read together John 18.28–
40. 

The story of Clash of the Titans is one of salvation. A 
god-man (Perseus) rises up to take a stand against the 
forces of evil (Hades) and in so doing saves the people 
(of Argos). The story of the Bible is also one of 
salvation. The god-man Jesus comes to our world to 
destroy the works of the evil one and bring salvation. 
But where do the similarities continue and end? Use 
the following questions to explore how they are similar 
and how they are different. 

• In what ways does the portrayal of Zeus fall short 
of the God described in the Bible? 

• Perseus starts off in Argos as a prisoner, and ends 
as a hero. Jesus begins his ministry as a ‘hero’, but 
ends his life in shame. In what other ways is Jesus 
unlike what we would expect in a conventional 
hero? In what respects is he like Perseus? 

• To what extent is the idea of Perseus as a god-man 
helpful or unhelpful in our own understanding of 
Jesus’ nature? 

• ‘Choose your penance, Argos. Destruction or 
sacrifice?’ Think about the theme of sacrifice in the 
film. Who expected it? Who was willing to be 
sacrificed? For what reasons was the sacrifice 
requested? Why was the sacrifice made? 
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• Zeus says to Perseus towards the end of the film, ‘I 
wanted men to worship me again, but I didn’t want 
it to cost me a son.’ Why did God send Jesus? At 
what price? 

• Jesus had a strong sense of his own purpose. Read 
verse 37 again. How does he describe it in this 
verse? 

• Think about the inhabitants of Argos, and the 
crowds that shout for Barabbas. How are they 
similar? How are they different? 

 

Reel Issues scene is collaboration of Bible Society and 
Urban Saints. 

© Bible Society/Urban Saints 2010. Permission is 
given to make up to ten copies for use within a single 
Reel Issues discussion group. 
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